Composition Project Rubric
Developed by Classroom Teacher Rick Faulkner and Facilitator Justin Hines 

at TAG Scholars

	
	Needs Work

(1)
	Developing

(2)
	Good

(3)
	Excellent

(4)

	Rhythm
	Rhythms are not coherent; many errors
	Little rhythmic variety OR rhythms seem random; some errors
	Shows rhythmic variety; most or all written correctly
	Uses a creative variety of rhythms:  all written correctly

	Pitch
	The notes used seem random and do not indicate a clear scale
	Several notes are not from the chosen scale
	Notes are from the chose scale with one or two errors
	All notes are from the chosen scale

	Melody
	Melody has little or no flow; does not indicate any care was taken in creation/revision
	Melody does not have a consistent flow; is somewhat disjunct
	Melody flows well and balances steps and skips
	The melody uses a creative appealing mix of steps and skips; it is memorable

	Form
	No clear form
	ABA form is partially followed
	ABA form is followed accurately
	ABA form is followed accurately; effective contrast between sections

	Copy Quality
	0 or 1 checked ‘yes’ below
	2 or 3 checked ‘yes’ below
	4 or 5 checked ‘yes’ below
	All 6 checked ‘yes’ below


Copy Checklist:

Yes
No

The clef is written at the start of each line

Yes
No

The time signature is written at the start of the first line.

Yes 
No

Four measures on each line.

Yes 
No

No ‘dead space’ at the end of the lines; measures are of more or less equal size

Yes
No

All bar lines are in place and are the correct length

Yes  
No

Clear and easy to read; no oversize or ambiguous notes
